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	The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) SUPPORTS House Bill 1125 WITH AMENDMENTS.  The amendments would strike the existing provisions in the bill and replace them with the compromise agreement reached by interested stakeholders including the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), local governments, developers, and the environmental community.  MACo believes the compromise is fair and addresses two key issues:  (1) grandfathering; and (2) redevelopment.

	A chart outlining how the amendments would change HB 1125 should have been provided by the bill sponsor.  In summary, the amendments would not alter the requirement that environmental site design must be implemented to the maximum extent practicable or the existing requirements for redevelopment projects.  The amendments would create a waiver process that authorizes counties to grandfather in development projects that meet certain criteria by certain dates.  The amendments also provide clarification as to when alternative measures to environmental site design may be considered.  Each local government would decide whether or not to allow grandfathering or use of alternative measures.  All local jurisdictions must still have MDE approve their stormwater management ordinances.

As amended, HB 1125 would address reasonable concerns created by the adoption of the 2009 stormwater management regulations.  The bill would not weaken or repeal the basic principle upon which those regulations are based – the use of environmental site design where practicable and was the result of a consensus achieved by all concerned stakeholders.  Accordingly, MACo recommends the Committee give a report of FAVORABLE with AMENDMENTS to HB 1125.
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