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Getting Your Feet Wet: Big 
Benefits of Water Recreation
● New Public Water Access: Accomplishments, 

Opportunities and Benefits in Anne Arundel 
County

●

● Lisa Arrasmith
● Water Access Commission
● Anne Arundel County
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Why? Benefits of Water Access

● Health & Family Strength 
● FUN
● Environmental Support
● FUN
● Fairness
● FUN
● Economic Benefit
● FUN
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6 boats = 1 job!

● The outdoor recreation economy in Maryland 
already generates 109,000 direct jobs, $14 billion 
in consumer spending, $4.4 billion in wages and 
salaries, and  million in state and local tax 
revenue. Investment in outdoor recreation and 
nature and heritage tourism economies 
supports many outdoor activities in Maryland, 
including hiking, biking, horse-back riding, 
paddling, boating, fishing, hunting, camping, 
swimming, wildlife-viewing, and visiting historic 
sites.
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When? 

●NOW
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● We don’t get years back – taking your 3 year old 
child to the beach is different than taking your 8 
year old or 13 year old to the beach

● Program Open Space funding is for “public 
outdoor recreation” - we’re spending public tax 
dollars and taking land off the tax rolls and the 
general public deserves to benefit from that 
public investment as soon as possible
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How?

● Identify publicly owned waterfront land
● Work with user groups to open immediately as 

rustic parks
● Focus on basic access
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What Is Basic Access?

● Park Sign
● Open Gate
● Ample Parking
● Unloading area near the water
● Portapotty
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Who?

● Local government
● Local nonprofits
● Local businesses
● Local user groups working together for the 

benefit of all
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Who are the local user groups?

● Working coalition of wet feet activists organized 
through the Public Water Access Committee

● It’s all of us or none of us
● Sea kayakers, kayak anglers, recreational 

kayakers, stand up paddleboarders, pier and 
shore anglers, wind surfers, kiteboarders, 
trailered boat owners, beach goers, 
birdwatchers, dog walkers

● No privileged groups
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Success Stories

● Homeport Farm Park
● Downs Park onto the Bodkin
● Beverly Triton Beach Park
● Discovery Village



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

MORE INFORMATION

● Water Access Activity Finder
Department of Recreation and Parks
Anne Arundel County
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/recreati
on-parks/parks/water-accessibility/index.html

● Anne Arundel County Water Trail
http://aacwt.org

https://www.aacounty.org/departments/recreation-parks/parks/water-accessibility/index.html
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/recreation-parks/parks/water-accessibility/index.html
http://aacwt.org/


  

MORE INFORMATION CONT.

● Chesapeake Water Access and Paddle-in 
Campsite Atlas
Ralph Heimlich, Chesapeake Paddlers 
Association
http://www.cpakayaker.com/chesapeake-bay-acc
ess-and-paddle-in-campsite-map/

● Public Water Access Committee
https://www.facebook.com/aapwac

http://www.cpakayaker.com/chesapeake-bay-access-and-paddle-in-campsite-map/
http://www.cpakayaker.com/chesapeake-bay-access-and-paddle-in-campsite-map/
https://www.facebook.com/aapwac
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