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The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) Policy Team is the voice of county governments in
Annapolis. Each member of the Policy Team specializes in certain policy areas—they can be seen testifying
in legislative committees alongside county government elected officials and professionals.

For news and analysis on issues affecting Maryland’s county governments and Baltimore City, browse
MACo’s blog, Conduit Street at conduitstreet. mdcounties.org; follow MACo’s Twitter feed, @mdcounties; or
listen to MACo’s Conduit Street Podcast at mdcounties.org/podcast.

To check the Association’s position on a certain bill, visit MACo’s Legislative Tracking Database:
mdcounties.org/Legislation.

For additional information about a topic, contact MACo’s Policy Team specialists:

KEVIN KINNALLY

MACo Legislative Director

Email kkinnallv@mdcounties.org | Office 410.269.0043 | Mobile 240.893.6261

Policy Areas: Elections, Emergency Services, Finance, State Budget & Fiscal Issues, and

Taxes & Revenues
Liaison: Budget/Finance Officers and Emergency Managers Affiliates; Election Officials, and

Tax Collectors

DOMINIC BUTCHKO

MACo Director of Intergovernmental Affairs

Email dbutchko@mdcounties.org | Office 410.269.0043 | Mobile 570.332.0163

Policy Areas: Environment, Planning & Zoning, Transportation & Public Works,
Intergovernmental Relations, and Housing & Community Development

Liaison: Engineers, and Planners Affiliates; Rural County Coalition, and MACo’s Legislative
Staffers Group

SARAH SAMPLE

MACo Associate Policy Director

Email ssample@mdcounties.org | Office 410.269.0043 | Mobile 410.703.9464

Policy Areas: Education, Schools & Capital Facilities, Public Information & Ethics, Government
Liability & Courts, and Public Safety & Corrections

Liaison: Attorneys, Corrections, Human Services Affiliates;

MD Chiefs of Police Association, MD Sheriffs Association, County Officials Diversity Caucus

KARRINGTON ANDERSON

MACo Associate Policy Director

Email kanderson@mdcounties.org | Office 410.269.0043 | Mobile 443.880.4188

Policy Areas: Health and Human Services, Business Affairs, Employee Benefits and Relations,
Information Technology, and Parks and Recreation

Liaison: Health Officers, Human Resources, Environmental Health, Parks and Recreation, and
Information Technology, and Women of MACo Chapter Organization

SHANTELLE MALCOLM-LYM

MACo Communications Coordinator

Email shantelleml@mdcounties.org | Office 410.269.0043 | Mobile 240.295.8031
Liaison: Public Information Officers & Communications Professionals
Conduit Street Podcast Producer
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MARYLAND ASSOCIATION of COUNTIES

2026 Legislative Initiatives

RESTORE HIGHWAY USER REVENUES (HUR)

Well-maintained roads, bridges, and public transit are vital to public safety, economic development, and residents’
quality of life. Local governments maintain more than four out of five road miles across Maryland, yet receive only
a fraction of transportation revenues. The upcoming fiscal 2028 “cliff” will erase temporary restorations and
return local transportation aid to recession-era levels, threatening maintenance schedules and federal matching
opportunities. Maryland must redouble its commitment to a fair and durable state—local partnership for
transportation by restoring Highway User Revenues to historic levels. A predictable funding framework will
support safe and reliable infrastructure, foster economic growth, and strengthen the State’s ability to meet shared
transportation responsibilities.

The fast-approaching fiscal “cliff” makes restoring Highway User Revenues an urgent priority. Maryland must
uphold its commitment to local infrastructure and renew a fair, lasting partnership for transportation.

HOUSING TOOLS FOR COUNTIES (LOCAL LEAD, STATE ENABLEMENT)

Maryland’s housing shortage demands flexible, locally tailored strategies that expand affordability and supply
while maintaining fiscal and infrastructure balance. Counties can best design effective solutions that reflect
community needs and local capacity. By empowering counties with new tools and targeted incentives, and by
committing support to both worthy housing projects and related infrastructure, the State can strengthen its
housing partnership and promote practical, sustainable growth. This initiative advances local leadership while
aligning State support with community-driven development and responsible planning.

This statewide priority empowers counties with practical tools and targeted support to address housing needs
while maintaining fiscal balance, infrastructure capacity, and community input.

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION: RESTORE BALANCE IN THE STATE-LOCAL PARTNERSHIP

The cost of building and maintaining safe, modern schools has risen sharply as materials, labor, and inflation drive
project budgets higher. Temporary programs like Built to Learn helped bridge gaps, but those funds are expiring
while project backlogs grow. Counties face mounting pressure to deliver modern learning environments without a
consistent State funding partner. Maryland must renew its commitment to shared school construction funding
and reestablish a balanced partnership. A sustained State investment will ensure that every student learns in a
safe, modern classroom while supporting fiscal stability for county governments and local boards of education.
Maryland must restore balance in the state—local school construction partnership through predictable, shared
funding that meets modern facility needs and ensures fiscal stability for counties and school systems.

COUNTY BUDGET SECURITY

Rising State deficits, cost shifts, and unfunded mandates continue to erode local fiscal stability. Counties must
balance budgets each year while absorbing new State obligations and unpredictable reimbursements that disrupt
essential services. Protecting the integrity of county budgets is critical to maintaining reliable, high-quality services
for residents. Maryland should reaffirm shared fiscal responsibility and guard against future cost shifts that
jeopardize local budgets. This statewide county priority preserves local service capacity, promotes transparent
budgeting, and ensures that both levels of government remain accountable for the programs they fund.

Counties need stable, transparent fiscal partnerships that protect against cost shifts and unpredictable
reimbursements, ensuring reliable local budgets and continued delivery of essential services.
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